The art of ceramics

Students have fun with ceramics at the M.T.Burton Gallery
By SUSAN BLOOM • Correspondent
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The M.T.Burton Gallery in Surf City.

Inside the studio.
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etired teacher and Surf City resident Sue Troy admits she had little
background in the arts when she first
started taking ceramics classes at the
nearby M.T.Burton Gallery in 2007.
Now, four years later, she can’t imagine not taking
classes there.
“It’s opened up a whole new world of art to me,” she
said.
Opened in May 2000, the M.T.Burton Gallery showcases a variety of pottery, sculpture, paintings and
photography throughout its more than 1,500 square
feet of showroom, studio and gallery space in Surf City.
The gallery is the brainchild of 40 year-old owner
Matt Burton, who, after graduating with several art
degrees from schools in Virginia and Texas, came back to
settle in LBI, where he enjoyed summers in Harvey Cedars as a
child. Following a stint as a studio artist at the Long Beach Island Foundation of the Arts and Sciences in Loveladies (where
he remains on the board), Burton opened his own gallery to
accommodate the kind of work he did, which he describes as
“more abstract, metaphorical and engaging to the viewer — not
your typical Shore gallery.”
Though originally trained in drawing and painting, Burton
found himself drawn to the medium of ceramics over the years
based on its “tactile and three-dimensional quality,” he said.
“Clay is such a diverse medium,” Burton explained. “It has
such potential in terms of what you can make and learn from it
and is completely absorbing.”
In addition to creating and showing his own work and
teaching art at Ocean County College in Toms River,
Burton runs ceramics classes at his studio yearround to teach others the art of pottery making and help them experience the joy of
working in clay.
Classes for the current 12-to-15-week
session are offered on both Tuesday
nights and Thursday afternoons and offer students of all skill levels the opportunity to learn the fundamentals of hand
building, centering, throwing a pot on a
wheel, glazing a piece and using such equipment as a slab roller and extruder.
“I love the creative aspect of ceramics

so much,” Troy said. “The concept
of starting out with a hunk of
clay and creating something
that you can use around the
house, serve food in, or
just enjoy as a piece of
artwork is so wonderful. I’ve made
about 60 pieces during the past four
years, and every
one of them is very
special to me.
“There is so much
to this art,” Burton
said. “We’re constantly
applying new techniques, and
the medium is just so interesting, challenging and creative. Students always tell
me that class time is so relaxing, no pressure and that time just
melts away.”
The M.T.Burton Gallery is at 1819 North Long Beach Blvd. in
Surf City. Weekly classes for the two sections of the first session of 2011 began this week. Slots still are available, however,
and additional classes can be added if demand warrants.
Other 2011 sessions will begin the first week of June and the
second week of September. Classes can accommodate up to
four or five students, and sessions cost $300 plus materials.
Interested students can enroll at any time by calling,
e-mailing or stopping by the gallery. For more information,
call 609-494-0006 or visit www.mtburtongallery.com.
Owner Matt Burton examines a piece of
pottery in his gallery. (FILE PHOTOS)
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